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Steve Keeley and
the Money Man

Paddleballer Steve Keeley 1s
mentioned in the October 15, 2007,
edition of The New Yorker magazine ina
lengthy article on Victor Niederhoffer, 2
high-profile professional investor.

Keeley has been a friend of
Niederhoffer since the mid-1970s.

In 1999, Keeley was asked to
name the best players he either saw or
played in his paddleball carcer.

Most of the names -- eight in all
-- were familiar to most paddleballers --
except for Niederhoffer.

Keeley had a three-way tic for
the best-ever paddlcballers.

It included Niederhoffer, Paul
Lawrence and Steve Keeley, who won
five national open singles championships
and two national open doubles titles.

Keeley said he first met
Niederhoffer at the 1973 national rac-
quetball tournament in St. Louis.

Niederhoffer is a former national
squash champion.

*He had jetted first class and |
had ridden a bicycle from San Diego,”
Keeley wrote in an E-mail.

*The speculator and the hobo
over the next 25 years converged on 2
sports, business and intellectural relation-
ship that flew to a head in New Yorker's
October 15, 2007: * THE BLOW-UP
ARTIST.™

It told of Niederhoffer losing all
his clients' money -- and a good deal of
his own -- in the Thai stock market crash

of 1997,
See KEELEY -- Page 2

If you have any old paddles like this one around,
donate them to some up and coming paddleballer.

Donate your old paddles

Paddleballers: You can help expand the sphere of our
sport by donating your old paddles to newcomers.

They will be sent to areas where people might get into
the gpame.

“We have had quite a bit of interest lately from new
groups of PBallers starting up around the U.S.,"” said Lorri
Brigham, secretary-treasurer of the NPA.

“We would like to be able to supply these start-ups with
paddles and balls.”

Brigham said that “A paddle that has become a little
worn to you would be great for a beginner. The NPA will supply
these groups with paddleballs to start them off.”

Brigham said players who want to donate old paddles
should contact their representative on the NPA Board of Man-
apers, take them to the next tournament or contact Brigham at
lbrigham@yahoo.com

“Also, if you know of a group of beginners or would
like to help try to start a group in your area -- let me know and
we will get you a starter kit,” Brigham said.

Pballer has
serious scare

See Page 3 for details on Jim
Swendris’s close call in the Fall.
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KEELEY

Continued from Page 1

Keeley said Niederhoffer hired “me
for diverse business ventures throughout the
USA, Europe and Southeast Asia.

“It was Fall, 1996 that I flew from
JFK to the first of 13 emerging markets,
including Egypt, Sri Lanka, India, Philip-
pines, Korea, Turkey and Thailand,”
Keeley said.

*“... I visited their national stock
exchanges, brokers, banks and govern-
ment dignitaries, and then typed and over-
nighted reports on the Low Life indicators
and conventional indices for potential
investments before flying on to the next
country.”

The New Yorker article said
Keeley “believed that assessing a develop-
ing country’s economic prospects in-
volved not only meeting with the CEOs of
leading companies but studying the
lengths of discarded cigarettes -- the
theory being that the wealthier people are,
the longer their butts -- and the state of
the brothels.”

Keeley said “the Turkey report
raked millions daily for weeks, but my
final stop in Thailand sadly precipitated
Niederhoffer’s ‘Black Day’ of October 27,
1997.

“Victor is reported to have lost his
entire $130 million portiolio in the Thai
stock market crash.”

By that time, Keeley was back to
his adventures in Florida, Colorado, Baja
California and Death Valley: “It was just
time to delve into nature.”

Keeley, who lives in Blythe,
California, said he stayed at
Niederhoffer’s home in the 1970s and
1980s and “there were extreme racquet
fests.

“Though he never played indoor
paddleball, my favorite sport, he is by my
historic tally the third-ranked player, such
is his overall prowess.”

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE N.PA.

By JIM OWENS

At the 2007 summer meeting, the board of managers
discussed the need to raise more money than we typically do
in a paddleball season without raising entry fees significantly.
We usually just raise enough money to cover expenscs.
Actually, this past scason the NPA fell a little short.

On the other hand, most of us on the board see a
need to spend more time and money promoting paddlcball.
Charliec Brumficeld spoke of the need to find a big money
contributor.

Whereas this would be nice, | feel those of us who
have benefited so much from this fine sport and are able
might make helpful contrnibutions beyond our entry fees.

This summer, | made a modest contribution to the
organization and plan to do so annually. Jim Sterken, 2 long-
time player from Ann Arbor and Caprice Behner, a former
multiple women's open national champion and southwestern
Michigan resident -- without any encouragement, cach made
a gencrous contribution this fall.

If you are inclined to make a contribution, please
mail a check, made out to the National Paddleball
Association, directly to NPA, 7642 Kingston, Portage, M1
49002,

Please note any special areas where you would like
to see your contribution applied. Some possibilities:
promoting paddleball, helping to cover our tournament
manager's expenses (Lorn usually pays her own way to
tournaments and does not charge us for all the time and cffort
she puts forth), and gencral NPA expenses.

25th anniversary

It was 25 years ago in the summer of 1982 that
a permancnt paddlcball display was established at the
Old IM Building at the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor.

Photos and memorabilia are on exhibit in the
large glass case near the courts in the building where the
sport began more than 75 years ago.

The late Earl Riskey, a former president of the
NPA, founded the game in 1930.

The display includes photos of the national
champions, winners of the Earl Riskey Memonal
Trophy, the Sportsmanship Trophy, old paddles, old
balls and many photos of players over the years.



PBaller has serious scare

By LOU GIAMPETRONI
Paddleballer Jim
Swendnis probably will be sitting
out much of the 2007-2008 NPA

season.

Swendnis, 54, of Ann
Arbor, Mich., underwent emer-
gency surgery after his esophagus
was lacerated duning an outpa-
tient procedure in carly October.

Swendnis, a CPA and
finance director at Domino's
Pizza International, has acid
reflux and takes Prilosec.

The procedure is called
esophageal dilatation. It's used to
stretch and straighten the esopha-
gus.

“I have had it done before
with no complications,” Swendris
said. “Well, the procedure went
bad” this time and his esophagus
was torn in a few places.

“The next thing [ knew |
was in an ambulance to U. of M.
Hospital and they were trying to
determine how to repair me,” he
said. “Since [ was in good hezlth
(duc to paddleball), they did this
major surgery called an
esophajectamy.

1 Jim Swendris, the NPA
| Sportsmanship Trophy recipi- partner lost in all four.
ent in 1980, was once asked

in a questionnaire to list any

titles or high finishes in his
PB career.
He responded by

| in a few divisions.”

1 Well, he got to four

| national doubles finals but
| had the misfortune to meet

| probably the best team ever

| in Andy Mitchell and Andy
I Kasalo.

writing: “Finalist a few times

“They trim the bad parts
of your esophagus out, pull your
stomach up and connect it with
your newly-shortened esopha-
gus.”

Swendiris said “We were
lucky in that the surgeon on call
was Dr. Mark Orringer who
invented this surgery at U. of M.
He i1s the *Wiz' of surgecons.

“I had some problems
with liver functions and fluid in
my right lung after the 7-hour
surgery but all that has cleared
up,” he said. “I spent the next
three weeks in the ICU recover-
ing" before he was able to go
home.

“The doctors think that
my csophagus had just been
weakening over time and finally
burst. It may have been a
blessing in disguise.”

Swendris said “The
good news to all this is that the
surgeon guaranteed | will have
a backhand when | return in
2008 ... So watch out ... Many
thanks to everyone for the nice
cards and prayers ... See you on
the courts soon.”

Swendris and his

But he did win the

national seniors doubles finals

in 1998 and 2002 with Jim
Sterken, and the national
masters doubles champion-
ships with Sterken in 2002
and 2006.

Swendris also won the |
national golden masters title |

with Sterken in 2006.

Not bad for a guy who |
was a “finalist a few timesin |

a few divisions.”

>

Swendris began
playing paddleball when he was
a student at the U. of M. in
1972-76 and got into it in a
roundabout way. He had played
competitive table tennis in high
school in Detroit and eventually
went to Michigan on an Evans
Scholarship.

*“This is the scholarship
that sends needy (golf) caddies
tocollege,” Swendris said.

“I was the house
champion in table tennis so
when paddleball came up as an
intramural sport our athletic
director said they were the same
thing so | got drafted into
playing.

“I got killed and
couldn’t lift my arm for a week
but I liked the game."”

Swendiris said he has
played PB for about 30 years,
except for a transfer in 1980-83
to Australia.

Swendris, who plays
with a brace on his nght knee,
said:

“Paddlchall is a great
combination sport with golf --
golf in the Summer and Fall and
paddleball in the Winter and
Spring. It is a great game
combined with good people. |
enjoy watching a good match as
much as playing one.”



NATIONAL PADDLIBALL ASSOGIATION

2008 MIDWEST SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIPS
JANUARY 19TH & 20TH

SITE UNIVE!SITY OF MIOIIIGAN I ANN AI!BOR, HI I OI.D IM BUII.DING
FEE: NPA MEMBERS -$35.00 PER PERSON / NON-MEMBERS $45. NOVICE & FULL-
TIME STUDENTS $10.00 PER PLAYER (NOVICE: ANY PLAYER WHO HAS NOT PLAYED IN AN NPA
TOURNAMENT — YOU MAY PLAY IN NOVICE FOR ONE YEAR). JUNIORS DIVISIONS PLAY FREE.

NOVICE/STUDENT/ JUNIOR DIVISIONS DO NOT INCLUDE AN ENTRY GIFT ~ A GIFT MAY BE
PURCHASED FOR $20.00 FOR GUARANTEE OF GIFT SEND $ & SIZE WITH ENTRY 2"° DIVISION:

MEMBER $22 /NON-MEMBER $27 PER PLAYER. CHECKS TO: N.P.A. OR PAY ONLINE
THROUGH THE WEBSITE.

MEMBERSHIP:  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE IS $25. YOU MAY JOIN ON-LINE, AT
TOURNAMENT SITE, OR MAIL A CHECK TO ADDRESS UNDER "DEADLINE"

DEADLINE: MONDAY, JANUARY 14™. MAIL ENTRY TO:
N.P.A. ~ 7642 KINGSTON ~ PORTAGE MI 49002 / FAX TO (269) 279-6275
ENTER & PAY THROUGH OUR WEB SITE AT: WWW.PADDLEBALL.ORG

RULES: NPA RULES APPLY. INDICATE ALTERNATE DIVISION ON ENTRY BLANK OR 1
MAY BE ASSIGNED TO YOU IF YOUR 1°" CHOICE DOES NOT FILL. PLAY IN 2 DMSIONS
AI.LOWED IF # OF ENTRANTS PERMITS 1_Ql¢ MUS L

L\TR\ SUBJECT TO

TOURNAMENT DIRL(.TORS DISCRETION.

GIFT: ENTRY GIFT TO ALL ON TIME ENTRANTS. (WILL BE POSTED ON WEB)

TIMES. CALL (269) 323-0121 AFTER 6:30 PM ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16TH
OR CHECK THE WEBSITE AT PADDLEBALL.ORG FOR TIMES & PLAYERS

MISC: BRING YOUR OWN LOCK & TOWEL.

HOTELS: BEST VALUE INN (734) 665-3500 / FAIRFIELD INN (734) 995-5200 /

SHERATON (734) 996-0600 / HOLIDAY INN (734) 761-2929 / COMFORT INN
(734) 761-8838

| DIVISION: MENS ____WOMENS____ MIXED____/OPEN__A__B___ C___
NOVICE__ SENIORS (35+)_ MASTERS (45+)__ GOLD MASTERS (55+) ___
PLATINUM MASTERS (65+)JUNIORS A (TO7MGRADE)____  JUNIORS B (a™- sNR) __
NAME:

ADDRESS: CITY: STATE:
| DAY PHONE: { ) EVENING PHONE

| CHECK HERE IF THIS IS A 2™ DIV CHECK HERE IF THIS IS A 2™ DIV

: IF PLAY CUT TO 1 DIV IS THIS 1°" CHOICE? IF PLAY CUT TO 1 DIV IS THIS 1" CHOICE?




2007 FALL
DOUBLES
RESULTS

Midland (Mich.)

OPEN: 1st, Mike
Wisniewski-Chad Krager;
2nd, Andy Mitchell-Don
Kirkconnell.

MEN’S A: 1st, Chad Krager-
Brandon Creamer; 2nd,
Robert Stone-Ted Wray.
MEN’S B: Ist, Richard
Rahall-Greg Keenan; 2nd, Ed
Mabher-Jeremy Wheaton; 3rd,
Ron Malecki-Chris Malecki.
Consolation: Jack Fisher-
Frank Fernandez.

MEN’S C: 1st, Terry
Kennedy-Greg Keenan; 2nd,
Randy Allar-Dick Brouwer.
SENIORS: 1st, Ed Maher-
Don Kirkconnell; 2nd, Robert
Stone-Ted Wray.
MASTERS: 1st, Ron
Malecki-Mike Schafer; 2nd,
John Lowman-Randy Hoyle.
GOLDEN MASTERS: 1st,
Brad Douglas-Bill Lott; 2nd,
Preston Martin-Rick Clewis.

e .

You know those little
thingys that hold your glasses on
while you're sweating up a storm
on the paddleball court?

The ones where you put
the ends of your glasses into the
little loops?

Well, right off the bat when
I started playing PB years ago, I
knew I would need some.

I happened to stop by a
store that sold fire-damaged
merchandise and [ saw a box full

Stiff and sore and glad all over.

PADDLEBALL
#“ﬂf’] ?Zﬁﬁ'dhy@/
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of them. This was about the mid-
1970s.

They cost almost $2 each
new and these merely had a little
dirt on the packages.

And they cost 29 cents
each!!

Well, never one to pass
up a bargain, I purchased 30 of
them.

When I got home, [
couldn’t wait to tell my wife,
Sue, about my great buy.

She asked how long each

I one lasts and 1 said, depending

on how careful one is, they
could last two-three years.

She did some quick math
in her head and declared:
“YOU'RE NOT GOING TO
LIVE THAT LONG!"

[ still have a few of
them. Mostly, Ilost them
rather than wore them out.

But they sure are
useful.

They’ve helped me to a
tournament record of about 50
wins and 500 losses.

-~ LOU GIAMPETRONI
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Malecki wants help
from everyone to get
bigger tourney fields

Need an official?
Ask for one at
tournament desk

For a variety of
reasons, the old NPA

Ron Maleck: wants a little more help from

tradition of providing
everyone to assure that paddlcballers know about .
tournaments and, more importantly, that they partici- officials for ever?' ity
pate in them ment match has fallen by
He is 2 member of the NPA Board of Manag- ‘ the wa)‘s'_de'
ers. MOLSCN | Since then,
Malecki, of Midland, Mich., is instrumental in J AD‘M there have been com-
staging tournaments at the Midland Community ' | plaints about players

Center. He was upsct about the number of entries for taking advantage of

the Fall Doubles there in carly November. situations that tum easy
“I'm looking over the entries for the Fall . shots for opponents into

Doubles this morning (Tuesday before the tourney) Malecki blocks by their foes -- and

and can't help but be disappointed over the lack of some new blood with the necessity to call a

participation,” he wrote in an E-mail to NPA board new/freshideas, evenif  yinder

members. it means keeping our ‘& e
*Certainly pretty bummed over the fact that  core of board members Generally speak-

our Midlanders haven’t populated the divisionsinthe  nd allowing new ing, most tournament

tourney as they have in years past.” players to particpate players play by the rules

The situation “has prompted me to throw out  and rotate in, or what-  and demonstrate sports-
some suggestions that may help in future tourneys. ever” manship.

“What if we put together committees respon- He said all As a matter of
sible for each division. Get folks like (Lou) players should have the  fact, NPA officials are
Giampetroni and (Don) Traxler to head up the Plati-  aptitude of getting very proud of that fact
num Masters division and try to solicit teams to play  players from theirown  and talk about it being
in that division for each tourney, for example. cluborareatoplayin  gne of the good features

“We could do this for each division so that tournaments. of paddieball.
cach committee is seeking players for the division they “Okay, enough However. if vou
e respousible for. said,” Malecki added. run into such a si.lua{ion

“I believe that we talked about putting to- “Hopefully, this is some

gether a survey to help understand why people aren’t  food for thought. Time fmd b-elleve an opponent
playing in tournaments anymore. [ don't know what  to get ready for work.” 1% taking away your shot
the status of this is but am willing to help pull it There were 40 ©F blocking -- go to the
together.” doubles teams in the tournament desk and ask
Malecki said that “Maybe our board needs Midland tournament. for an official to be

llIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII..-a'SSignedloyournm"Ch'

-

. MIDWEST SINGLES: January 19,20,2008,0ld = Better yet,

s IM Building, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, M § analyze your style of play
*NPA MIDWEST DOUBLES: February 23, 24,2008, & and determine whether
$2007-08 Forest View Racquet Club, Arlington Heights, » Youare one of the

N Illinois,  northwest suburb of Chicago. « 'blockers™ and change
*SCHEDULE NATIONAL SINGLES: March 7, 8, 9, 2008, a Yourstyle. )

. Sorrento Valley Racquet Club, San Diego, Calif. . It N only fair to

. NATIONAL DOUBLES: To be announced. = everyone involved.

:ll.llll.IIIII.IIIlll.lll.l.lll..lllll.lll.: ..LOUGIAMPETRONI



Page 8

Paddleballs
... ¢an be ordered
through Spectrum
Sports, 2618 South
St. Anthony, Jack-
son, Mich., 49203
or by calling Gordy
Hatt at (517) 784-
1861.

NPA
7642 Kingston
Portage, Mich. 49002

Paddleball Profile

Todd Carr likes the positive qualities of
paddleballers.

Carr, of Midland, Mich., when asked what
he enjoyed about the sport, said:

““The competition and friendship that every-
one displays wherever you play the game.”

Carr, aretired electrician at Saginaw Delphi,
began playing PB in the early 1970s when he joined
aleague at the Community Center.

Like many paddleballers, he doesn’thave
many trophies but he once was a runnerup in Men'’s
C.

And, like a lot of PBers, he doesn’t have any
suggestions on how to improve toumaments.

That’s a positive.

National Paddleball Association Newsletter



